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This second contribution to the Handbooks for Old Testament Exegesis series continues the

admirable tradition set by Robert B. Chisholm Jr. in Interpreting the Historical Books. A valuable

resource for pastors and students, Interpreting the Psalms begins by explaining the nature of

Hebrew poetry and the purpose of the Psalms. An accomplished scholar of the Psalms, Mark Futato

next explores issues related to properly interpreting Israel's songbook, and concludes with a sample

of moving from interpretation to proclamation. A glossary is included.
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"Most students for whom this series is intednded (13-14) will find Futato's introduction to the basics

of Hebrew poetry refreshingly lucid ("Appreciating the Poetry," 23-55)." vol. 19 (2008): p. 118

(William D. Barrick The Master's Seminary Journal 2008-05-01)

Widely used in personal and public worship, the psalms present multiple interpretive

challengesâ€”their poetic form has few, if any, points of contact with English poetry and the images

in the psalms can seem just as distant. Furthermore, Mark Futato writes, â€œtheir ethics at times

seem to go against the grain of the teachings of the New Testament.â€• Interpreting the Psalms, the

second release in the Handbooks for Old Testament Exegesis series, provides readers with an

enhanced understanding of this difficult genre and strategies for preaching and teaching the



Psalms. Professor Futato effectively integrates the insights of the last twenty years of Psalms

research, presenting the nature of Hebrew poetry, the purpose of the Psalter, the many interpretive

issues in Israelâ€™s songbook, and more. A sample of moving from exegesis to proclamation and a

glossary of technical words make this handbook practical and user-friendly. â€œFutato takes his

student by the hand through the complexities of Hebrew poetry, soars high to get a birdâ€™s eye

view of the book and its themes, returns to earth and deftly guides through the thorny patch of

textual criticism, gives â€˜Ahaâ€™ moments in explaining form criticism and how the Psalterâ€™s

categories refer to Christ, and ends with practical pointers on how to preach the book. Next time I

teach the Book of Psalms this will be my text.â€•  â€”Bruce Waltke Professor Emeritus of Biblical

Studies, Regent College Professor of Old Testament, Reformed Theological Seminary Mark D.

Futato (Ph.D., The Catholic University of America) is the Robert L. Maclellan Professor of Old

Testament at Reformed Theological Seminary in Orlando. He is the author of several volumes on

the Psalms, including Transformed by Praise and Joy Comes in the Morning, as well as the

grammar Beginning Biblical Hebrew. David M. Howard Jr. (Ph.D., University of Michigan) is dean of

the Center for Biblical and Theological Foundations and professor of Old Testament at Bethel

Seminary. He has published five books and numerous journal articles, book chapters, and essays.

Futato has developed a simple, straightforward, and thorough textbook for deailng with the Psalms

as a pastor or Bible interpreter. It is rather breif and concise, so it intentionally doesn't exhaust the

topic, but what it does say is especially helpful for any pastor, bible student, or layperson who would

like to explore the Psalms.

Very helpful basic guide on most levels for study and for teaching

Excellent book. Very useful. Was delivered very quickly.

This is quite excellent. Good for my lectures

Great book.

awesome

Good book.
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